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there is often a subjective element in the reckoning.
The more important metrical tests include the follow-
ing :  the frequency of rhyme, whether in the heroic
couplet or, as not uncommonly occurs in early plays,
in alternates and even such elaborate arrangements
as the sonnet;  doggerel lines;  alexandrines, or lines
of twelve syllables;  the presence of an extra syllable
before a pause within the line; short lines, especially
at the end of speeches; the substitution of other feet
for the regular  iambic movement  of  blank verse;
weak and light endings; and, most valuable, the position
of the pause in the line ("end-stopped" or "run on"),
and feminine endings or hypermetrical lines, such as

" These many summers in a sea of glor-y."

Many of these variable features were not consciously
manipulated by the author; and, even when a general
drift in a certain direction is clearly observable in his
practice with regard to them, it is not to be assumed
that his progress was perfectly regular, without leaps
forward and occasional returns to an earlier usage*
It is to be noted also that the subject and atmosphere
of a particular play might induce a metrical treatment
of a special kind, in which case the verse tests would
yield evidence not primarily chronological at all.
Nevertheless, when all allowances have been made and
all due caution exercised, it will be found that the in-
dications of the versification corroborate and supple-
ment the external evidences in a valuable way.